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Those Whom We Hold in Prayer 

Prayers of compassion for: 

Alex Bodnar,  Art Cratsley, Jon Joseph, little Vivian, those who are facing new diagnoses, having 

tests, those with cancer and those with chronic diseases, those who have been victims of the hurricane and 

the wild fires, those who are grieving, the caregivers, the children of the world and all those in war-torn 

countries.  

Prayers of thanksgiving for: 

For visits of family, improvements in health, for our protectors, firefighters, police and the military, for 

the music provided by Tim and Bob, for compassionate people everywhere, for those who feed the poor, 

visit the elderly and sick, and those who comfort and visit the prisoners.  We are also so thankful for the 

dwelling presence of Christ in our lives.  
 

Deacons Report 

Fall has arrived and hopefully cooler weather with it. The Deacon's along with Pastor Tim have many 

concerns for our sick/injured friends in the congregation. We have called, visited or sent cards to our 

fellow parishioners and hope that God will keep them all in his healing hands. We also helped several 

over 80 people celebrate birthdays in September and have four more through the end of the year. As 

always, if you or someone you know is turning 80 please let us know so we can acknowledge their 

birthday with a visit. 
The Fall decorations are scheduled to go up late October and the Deacons are pursuing ideas for sharing 

our church with other groups/organizations in the community.  As we head for the end of the year, we 

look forward to the usual holiday activities. 
 

Altar Flower Committee Report 

The schedule for altar flowers is as follows: 

October  Diane Bassage  657-6609 

November Fran Staub  229-7306 

December Diane Bassage  657-6609 

January  Gloria Miles  229-2322 

We will be planting our new [a generous donation from a friend of Mary Lynn Parmelee] planters with 

mums as soon as the façade improvement is complete and the new ramp is installed; in time for the turkey 

dinner!!  

Information on poinsettia orders will be coming in November. 

Reminder: If you wish to place memorial flowers on the altar; just contact the coordinator of the specific 

month. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Education 

An extremely informative time was had at the  

2018-2019 Sunday School Kickoff!  Wild Wings, an aviary rescue organization located in Honeoye 

Falls; gave a presentation that included 4 birds up close and personal – 2 different owls, a falcon and a 

red-tailed hawk.  Lots of information was shared and interesting questions asked [by both the young and 

not so young in attendance]. 

We look forward to a fun, exciting year of spiritual growth with the youth of our church.  We will be 

working on the themes of peacemakers, serving others and forgiveness.  We will also be working on 

learning and understanding the Lord’s Prayer.   

Sincerely, 

Christian Education Committee 



 

Missions/Outreach Committee 

Recent Joy Jar collections helped purchase back-to-school supplies for local children.  On October 7th our 

congregation will participate in the “Neighbors in Need” offering.  Also, the October 28
th
 Joy Jar 

collection will benefit UNICEF.  Ongoing Joy Jar collections will assist the Food Cupboard in providing 

Thanksgiving and Christmas food baskets to our Bristol neighbors.   

Again, thank you all for your great generosity.  Many have been and will continue to be blessed. 
 

 

FALL DINNER & BAZAAR 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20
th

!!! 

All hands are needed to make this dinner a success.  Be sure to check out the sign-up sheets and 

lend a hand wherever you can! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poets Corner 

 

A Time for Listening by Faye Mettam 

A quiet time between the hills, 

To listen to the birds, 

The world is soft and mute and still, 

A time to hush my words. 

A time best spent in listening, 

The breath of God is grand. 

How softly does He guide my ways, 

With his own loving hands. 

And when I reach His heavenly home, 

Within his realm above. 

I’ll know, at last, ‘twas He who came, 

To guide me with his love. 
 

Prelude to Autumn by Clay Harrison 



The long hot summer is fading away, 

The wings of morning are lavender-gray. 

Blossoms of rose are no longer seen, 

The maple and oak are no longer green. 
 

The wind in the willows blows harder these days, 

And acres of sheaves present quite a maze. 

The scarecrow seems sad, all alone in the field, 

But the harvest was blessed and gave good yield. 
 

The loons on the lake have all gone away, 

For these golden moments never can stay. 

Everything changes, but nothing is new; 

The prelude to autumn was way overdue. 
 

Indian summer will put on quite a show, 

Then fold up its tent in a blanket of snow. 

The migrating birds have a will to obey, 

The long hot summer is fading away. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes from the Moderator 

 

Thank you to the “garden club” for their efforts to spruce up the exterior gardens around the church, the 

new tree to honor our Pastor Tim, and the fencing around the sign garden. 

A thank you to those who contacted the siding company to refurbish the front columns on the church, and 

to those who did research on a new ramp system at the entry to the vestibule; as well as procuring 

dehumidifiers for our damp basement.  

A great big thank you to Bob Drayn for unclogging the drainage pipe along the north kitchen wall and 

removing the way overgrown bushes along the sides of the sanctuary.  These were tremendously big jobs! 

Thanks to Jan for doing the Bristoletter and to Ellie for copying it and mailing it out. 

The impromptu pot luck supper on September 27
th
 was a great success, thanks to all who provided the 

great food and to Tim and Bob who provided the music.  We all had a great time and would encourage 

you to come and join us next time. 



Remember to check out the bulletin boards for upcoming events and to sign up for your contributions to 

the Fall dinner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor’s Letter 
Some may consider me flighty or feather-brained or even coo-coo or loony, but I take comfort in 

knowing that my bird-like qualities place me into some pretty good company.  In early 

September, our church enjoyed a presentation by Wild Wings, an organization that teaches 

environmental stewardship through educational programs featuring rehabilitated birds of prey – 

like hawks and owls.   

It was fascinating.  You might even say that the raptors held us in...rapt attention.  We were all 

ears.  But as attentive as we may have been, not a one of us could listen as well as some of those 

owls.  I discovered that owls listen amazingly well, which may account for why owls are 

considered to be so wise. 

Wisdom often seems to be associated with learned educators, seasoned orators or well-traveled 

explorers – people who can wax intelligently about all manner of topics.  And yet, if the owls are 

any indication, deep wisdom is more a matter listening than speaking.  And oh how well they 

listen! 

I learned that the Great Gray owl can hear the squeak of a mouse at a distance of a half mile.  

That is truly remarkable auditory acuity.  But as impressive as that may be, I’m grateful I’m not a 

Great Gray owl.  I can only imagine how disturbed I’d be by my neighbor’s dog - who is 

considerably closer than half a mile.  I’d never sleep!  And I don’t even want to think about the 



trauma of a Harley-Davidson with drag pipes!  I have to wonder if most of the Great Gray owls 

in Sturgis, South Dakota are knocked unconscious every August.  Or they leave town... 

Listening is a precious ability...and arguable a vanishing art.  It seems that people are so busy 

trying to “make a point” that they don’t truly hear.  I know that struggle.  It’s so easy to get 

caught up in telling the story, cracking the joke, dropping the name or dispensing the 

insight...that I become much more of a transmitter than a receiver. 

And yet Jesus, more than once, insisted that his truth was intended for those “with ears to hear.”  

And deafness is no reason not to hear, either.  Years ago, Helen Keller was enthralled by the 

experience of listening to Beethoven’s 9
th

 symphony broadcast over the radio.   

In a letter to the New York Symphony dated February 2, 1924, she wrote:  “I could feel, not only 

the vibrations, but also the impassioned rhythm, the throb and the urge of the music!  The 

intertwined and intermingling vibrations from different instruments enchanted me... 

When the human voice leaped up trilling from the surge of harmony, I recognized them instantly 

as voices.  I felt the chorus grow more exultant, more ecstatic, upcurving swift and flame-like, 

until my heart almost stood still.... 

I could not help remembering that the great composer who poured forth such a flood of 

sweetness into the world was deaf like myself.  I marveled at the power of his quenchless spirit 

by which out of his pain he wrought such joy for others – and there I sat, feeling with my hand 

the magnificent symphony which broke like a sea upon the silent shores of his soul and mine.” 

Helen Keller’s ears no longer functioned, and yet her spirit heard the beauty and majesty of the 

music like no Great Gray owl ever could. 

It seems that the journey with Christ is so much about attending to the beauty and goodness and 

love in the world.  Sometimes those gifts may seem to be right at our finger tips, as they were for 

Helen Keller.  Other times, they may seem like barely a squeak at half a mile away.  And yet we 

do well to listen attentively to the music of love wherever it may be.  The “din of iniquity” will 

always be there.  Our task, it seems to me, is to find the good and the graced and crank it up for 

all to hear! 

Blessings, 

Tim 

 



United Church of Bristol Calendar for October and November 2018 

 

 

October 2  Pastor-Parish Relations Committee Meeting – 9am  

 

October 5  United Church Women Meeting at UCC Honeoye – Noon 

 

October 6  Andy Fagan and Carrie Goodberlet wedding at Nazareth College 

 

October 7  World Communion Day 

   Neighbors in Need Collection 

   Potluck after service 

 

October 11  Sing Along at M. M. Ewing – 10:30am 

 

October 14  Deacons Meeting – 9am 

   Cabinet Meeting – 11:30am 

 

October 20  Turkey Dinner/Candy Sale/Bazaar 
Doors open at 3:00pm for Bazaar/Candy Sale 

Serving dinner 4 – 7pm 

 

October 21  Outreach Committee Meeting – 9am 

Birthday Cake Sunday 

 

October 24  Harmony Circle Meeting – 7pm 

 

October 28  Joy Jar Collection for UNICEF  

 
 

 

Happy Birthday in October to: 

Art Babcock – 10/1 

Steve Rath – 10/6 

Julie Searles – 10/7 

Alex Bodnar – 10/8 

Norma Lyons – 10/10 

Ann Ward – 10/11 

Daisy Fletcher – 10/12 

Kali Ensman – 10/15 

Laura Burgart – 10/15 

Gerry Damaske – 10/16 

Mel Clark – 10/17 

Laura Kunes – 10/18 

Warren Lockwood – 10/19 

 

 

Kristin Drayn – 10/21 

Meredith Fletcher – 10/22 

Tom Casey – 10/25 

Sharon Eckler – 10/28 

Trevor Drayn – 10/28 

Sandy Casey – 10/29 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday in November to: 

Tom Miles – 11/1 

Lexington Angell – 11/1 

LaRue Fletcher – 11/2 

Mary Lynne Parmelee 11/2 

Jakob Cooley – 10/6 

Tim Fox – 11/6 

Gloria Miles – 11/8 

Doug Rath – 11/10 

June Rogers – 10/15 

Mary Jane Stoltz – 11/16 

Charlie Bassett – 11/23 
 


