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UCC NY Conference Annual Meeting 

Coming Soon! 
 

The Genesee Valley 

Association of the UCC is 

hosting this year’s 53
rd

 

annual meeting of the New 

York Conference of the 

United Church of Christ at 

the Hyatt-Regency 

Rochester, 125 E Main St, 

Rochester, from Friday, June 

9, to Sunday, June 12.  

 

Friday night at 8:15 the Rev. Donna Schaper will preach at the 

opening worship service in the Hyatt Grand Ballroom. After the 

service, at 9:45, there will be a New Church Start Reception in 

the Main Street Gallery.  

 

Saturday morning will feature keynote speaker Rev. William 

Barber II and a variety of workshops will be offered Saturday 

afternoon. There will be a banquet at 6:30 that night and closing 

worship will be Sunday morning at 10:30 at the Hyatt.  

 

The closing worship service is open to all and GVA churches 

may want to look at forgoing their regular service to join with 

their brothers and sisters from across the state. Community 

Christian Church in Chili has already made the decision to 

attend the closing worship Sunday morning.  

 

Singers will have an opportunity to be part of this event by 

joining the Annual Meeting Choir. The Choir will sing two 

selections at the closing worship celebration Sunday morning. If 

you would like to be part of the choir, please send your name 

and email address to Ron Strong (rstrong1950@gmail.com) and 

include your singing part (soprano, alto, tenor, baritone/bass).  

                 ---- continued on page 2  
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Moderator’s Moment – May 2016  

 

We are grateful! The leadership and members of Mt. Rise UCC stepped up on Saturday, 

April 16, to provide the 51 participants at the Spring Assembly with warm and welcoming 

hospitality!  

Greg Osterberg and Suzanne Gangemi led us in a moving worship service that included 

beautiful music and visual arts. Following our business meeting, Greg walked us through 

practical applications for integrating technology into worship – questions from those gathered 

indicated a keen interest in how to do this in a manner that is both worshipful and aligned with 

our media savvy church membership. 

The lunch provided by volunteers from Mt. Rise 

was a veritable feast!  A variety of soups were offered 

alongside bright green salads and savory macaroni and 

cheese dishes.  A smorgasbord of cakes and cookies 

delighted those of us who saved room for a sweet treat. 

We ended the day with a look at our new 

GVAUCC website (http://gvaucc.weebly.com/) as 

developed and thoughtfully presented by Mike Zebulske. 

A quick glance at the UCCNY.org and UCC.org sites were 

reminders that there are terrific resources available to us at 

the touch of a mouse - and that we can be virtually 

connected to the greater body of UCC believers and 

churches with ease. 

The business portion of our meeting was brief but meaningful as we listened to 

committee reports and installed new officers and committee members. A good Assembly day 

reminds us of our covenant with one another.  This was one of those days.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Peace, Steven 

 

P.S.  Save the date for our Fall Assembly, October 16; location to be determined. 

 

UCC NY Conference Annual Meeting Coming Soon! 
Continued from page 1 

 

If you are in or near the Rochester area, there will be three rehearsals (it is not mandatory to 

attend all three) on the following dates and times: 

 Monday, May 16, 6:30 - 7:30 PM at Webster UCC, 570 Klem Rd, Webster 

 Wednesday, May 25, 6:30 - 7:30 at Community Christian Church, 2647 Chili Ave., Chili 

 Sunday, June 5, 3:00 - 4:00 at Mountain Rise UCC, 2 Mountain Rise, Fairport 

 

As part of the annual meeting gathering Boundary Awareness Training will be held on Friday, 

June 10, from 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Hyatt.  The six hour interactive training is required 

for clergy recertification every three years. Contact: mwilliams@uccny.org for additional 

information. For more information on the annual meeting visit: 

http://www.uccny.org/events/annual-meeting/ 

 

Volunteers will be needed for the annual meeting in a number of roles. If you are interested in 

showing our GVA hospitality to the attendees as a volunteer, contact Pat Cannon at 

pjcannon@aol.com. 
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Spotlight on a Program and Mission 

Support (PAMS) Grant Recipient 

Twelve agencies are being supported in 

2016 by grants from the Genesee Valley 

Association of UCC, with funds that come 

from GVA member churches.  

 

One of them is the Faith in Action Network 

(GRCC), an association of faith-based 

denominations and churches, agencies and 

individuals from diverse communities 

throughout the Greater Rochester region, 

such as the United Church of Christ, who 

have covenanted to complement their 

existing outreach by working together for 

justice and the good of the beloved 

community; and in particular, for the 

powerless, the oppressed and those whose 

are among the ones Jesus referred to as the 

least. Check out the calendar for information 

on the June 7 Faith in Action Dinner. 

 

Through the continuation of GRCC 

ministries we have been able to build new, 

and strengthen existing relationships; and 

through our work together promote 

cooperation on projects we might not tackle 

individually. For more information, visit 

www.grcc-fian.org. 
 

YOUTH NEWS 

 Congratulations to youth from a number 

of GVA UCC churches who walked 

their talk by participating in CROP 

hunger walks in local communities on 

May 1. These walks were held in 

Spencerport, Greece, Henrietta and 

Webster and are sponsored by Church 

World Service to fight hunger both 

locally and overseas. For more 

information, visit http://cwsglobal.org/. 

 

 

 

 

 Early Alert! Summer Mission Week 

this year will be July 18-22 and is 

sponsored by the Rebel Beat Youth 

Ministry at Webster UCC. This year’s 

theme is Shelter and the event is open 

to youth who have completed grades 4 

through 12 as of July 1, 2016. For 

addition information, contact Wendy 

Lesko at wlesko@rochester.rr.com.  

 

 If you would like to be involved with 

planning for youth programs and 

gatherings in GVA UCC churches for 

the coming year, you are invited to join 

the planning team at Mt. Rise UCC, 2 

Mountain Rise in Fairport on Monday, 

May 16, at 10 am. Lunch will be 

provided so please let Shirley 

DeMartinis know if you can come and 

also if you will stay for lunch.  

 

This is a group of GVA educators who 

share resources and plan youth 

activities together so that churches with 

smaller youth groups have more 

opportunities for learning, service and 

fellowship. The group usually plans to 

do an event of some type every other 

month during the school year, and the 

churches take turns hosting. RSVP or 

for more information contact Shirley at 

ksdemart@aol.com.  

 

Corrections to GVA directory 

 Page 1 – change Moderator Steven 

Price’s phone number to 733-7121. 

 Page 4 – change Honeoye phone number 

to 371-8880. 

 Page 6 – change Rushville contact 

person to Sharon Cornelius 554-2628 or 

shcornelius@fronter.com 

 Page 7 – add Konrad Emmert to Additional 

 Ordained Members: 285 Chestnut Ridge Rd, 

Rochester, NY 14624; 733-5928; 

konrad_emmert@yahoo.com 

 Page 10 – change Glenn Harris’ phone 

number under Others Available for 

Supply to 315-553-2024. Change Rhett 

Travis’ phone number to 645-5265.  

 

Please be sure to send any changes in 

addresses or phone numbers to Carole 

Kohler at gvaregistrar2011@gmail.com. If 

you would like an updated electronic copy 

of the directory, email gvaucc@gmail.com.                                             
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UCC Call to Prevent  

Gun Violence 
The United Church of Christ is urging 

churches around the country to get involved 

in gun violence prevention, releasing a video 

from a local congregation that lived through 

a mass shooting in their small community.  

 

“A Gun Changed My Beautiful Town," from 

Newtown Congregational Church, United 

Church of Christ, is a series of heartfelt 

reflections, based on their experience when 

a troubled young man took the lives of 20 

children and six of their teachers at Sandy 

Hook Elementary School in December of 

2012, and how that changed their lives, and 

their viewpoint on guns in America forever. 

 

"The witness of the Newtown 

Congregational United Church of Christ is 

that fear need not have the upper hand, even 

in the midst of the most profound tragedy," 

said the Rev. Jim Moos, a UCC national 

officer and executive minister of Wider 

Church Ministries.  

 

One way church members can work through 

their grief is with faith-based action to 

address gun violence.  The video and a five-

part Faith vs. Fear Bible study and worship 

material will help empower people to take 

action.   

 

The UCC has worked for more than 20 years 

to end gun violence in America. The 

General Synod advocated for sensible, 

responsible gun policies and legislation in 

three resolutions passed in July of 1995. 

These resources, and several others, are now 

available at http://may2016.uccpages.org/.  
 From an article by Connie Larkman  
 

Locally, Dr. Robert Spitzer, Distinguished 

Service Professor of Political Science at 

SUNY Cortland, will speak on the topic 

“Sensible Gun Laws –  What Could They 

Do?” on Thursday evening, May 19, at 7:00 

pm. at Third Presbyterian Church.   

 

The Fall GVA Assembly will be 

held from 1:30 to 4 p.m. on 

Sunday, October 16. 
 

GVA Spring Assembly 

Fifty-eight people representing 21 GVA 

churches attended the Spring Assembly, 

heard reports on the work done over the past 

six months, the financial status of the 

Association, and elected new officers.  

 

Officers elected or continuing in service 

include Moderator Steven Price, Vice 

Moderator Sue Forsyth, Treasurer Michael 

Tiss, Financial Secretary Kurt Traugoot, 

Auditor Frank Nichols and Registrar Carole 

Kohler. 

 

Check out the website at 

http://gvaucc.weebly.com/. If you have ideas 

for the website, please email them to the 

Communications Coordinator at 

gvaucc@gmail.com.  

 

 

Please share your church news with GVA by 

sending to gvaucc@gmail.com Thanks! 

 

 Parma Greece UCC will begin offering 

weekly Eucharist beginning May 8 at 11 

a.m. following worship in the sanctuary.  

 

 The United Church of Warsaw is now 

accepting applications for scholarships 

from graduating seniors in the church 

who apply before May 20.  
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Calendar of Events 
Please be sure to send information on your church’s events to gvaucc@gmail.com 

 

May 5 
Webinar: The Changing 21st Century Sunday School. Sunday school isn’t what it used to be. 

Many are facing declining attendance, competition with other activities on Sunday morning, 

struggles to get teachers, and budget cuts. How do we cope with these changes? What do we 

need to do differently? We’ll be sharing our struggles and possible solutions in this webinar, led 

by Debbie Kolacki. To register visit 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4398039185318764545.  

 

May 6 

Church Women United’s May Friendship Day: “Finding Grace at the Table,” at Penfield United 

Methodist Church, 1795 Baird Rd. Guest speaker is Rev. Dr. Carolyn Lester of Aenon Baptist 

Church. Registration at 5:30, light supper at 6 and program at 7. Website: 

www.cwurochester.org. Email: cwuroffice@yahoo.com 

 

May 10 

 Living in Harmony will hold an open meeting on Tuesday, May10 at 7 

pm in the Fellowship Hall of Henrietta UCC to view the 2015 

documentary film PlantPure Nation, which tells the story of three people 

on a quest to spread the message of one of the most important health 

breakthroughs of all time. The film focuses on the benefits of a whole 

foods plant-based diet. Living in Harmony is an interfaith environmental 

group that meets at Henrietta UCC. All interested persons are welcome. 

If you have questions, please contact Elizabeth Pixley, convener 

(eypixley@gmail.com or 334-0977). 

 

 Muslims in America will be the topic of a panel discussion at 7 p.m. at the Sisters of St. 

Joseph Motherhouse. Rev. Gordon Webster, VP of Interfaith Relations at GRCC - Faith in 

Action Network, will facilitate the discussion. To register, contact Sr. Joan Sobala at 

jsobala@ssjrochester.org or 585.733.2555. 

 

May 14 

Union Congregational UCC in Churchville will hold its annual Ladies Tea from 2-4 pm at the 

church, located at 14 N. Main Street. 

 

May 15 

Union Congregational UCC at Hall will celebrate its 100
th

 anniversary at 10:30 am with a 

worship service and potluck dinner. The program will also include historical displays, 

dedications and special music. The church is located on State Route 14A in Hall. For more 

information or to RSVP for the dinner, contact Jim Kikkert at 526-5605. 

 

May 17 

Training with the Rochester Voter Alliance to help register voters in 2016 has been changed to 

May 17 at 7 p.m. The training will be held at the Center for Disability Rights, 497 State Street. 

Volunteers are needed for one or more two-hour shifts at various locations during the months of 

June through September. For more information or to register, contact Judy Schwartz at 442-5111 

or schwartz179@earthlink.net.                       -5- 
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Calendar of Events - continued 
 

May 19 

Dr. Robert Spitzer, Distinguished Service Professor of Political Science at 

SUNY Cortland and author of 15 books, including five on gun control, 

will speak on the topic, “Sensible Gun Laws –  What Could They Do?” on 

Thursday evening at 7:00 pm.  The program will be held at Third 

Presbyterian Church on East Avenue at Meigs Street and is free and open 

to the public. The program is sponsored by the Rochester Coalition for 

Reasonable Gun Laws, a coalition of three Rochester area organizations 

concerned about this question: New Yorkers Against Gun Violence, the 

Interfaith Alliance of Rochester, and the Greater Rochester Brady 

Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence.   

 

May 21 

The Arts Council of Wyoming County will host a concert featuring ‘The Ping Ensemble’ on 

Saturday, May 21
st
 at 7:00 PM at the Castile UCC. Admission is free and light refreshments 

will be served. The church is located at 4 Washington Street in Castile. For more information, 

contact 585-493-2840 or Castile_UCC@yahoo.com. 

 

June 4 

There will be a Yard Sale at Immanuel UCC of Ontario (1973 W. Main 

Street, Ontario) starting at 9 a.m.  

 

June 6 

Clergy Day will begin at 10 a.m. and end by 3:00 p.m. in Albany and 

provides an opportunity for clergy to meet with New York State policy makers to discuss a broad 

range of issues. To register, or to find out more, please contact Rabbi Dennis Ross, Director of 

Concerned Clergy for Choice, at Dennis@FamilyPlanningAdvocates.org. There is no cost to 

participate. 

 

June 7 

The Faith in Action Celebration Dinner will begin at 5:30 p.m. at the Burgundy Basin Inn, 1361 

Marsh Road in Pittsford.  NY.  Reserve your table now to help us honor faith leaders in our 

community. Contact GRCC-FIAN at grcc1@frontienet.net or call 585.2542570 to make 

reservations. 

 

June 9-12 

Fifty-third Annual Meeting of the New York Conference of the United Church of Christ at the 

Hyatt-Regency Rochester, 125 E Main St, Rochester Friday, June 9, to Sunday, June 12. 

Volunteers are needed for childcare and other roles. If interested, contact pjcannon@aol.com. 

 

June 10 

Boundary Awareness Training will be provided at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Rochester from 

9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Registration fee is $75. Click here to register 

 

June 11 

A Tea Party will be held at Immanuel UCC of Ontario at 2 p.m. including tea, cakes, and 

entertainment. 
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What’s New at the Resource Center   
These are some of the newest additions to the Resource 

Center. Visit the online catalog at 

http://pbygenval.org/about-us/missions-

ministries/resource-center/line-catalog/. For more 

information on the Resource Center visit 

http://pbygenval.org/about-us/missions-

ministries/resource-center/. 

 
PRODIGAL PERSPECTIVES: A PARABLE ABOUT SELFISHNESS, JEALOUSY & FORGIVENESS by Chris Seay 
Includes three award-winning short films by Jason Hildebrand. In these three sessions, viewers will experience the 
Prodigal Son story of the Bible through the eyes of the younger son, the elder son and the father. 
  

WHO IS JESUS? HORIZONS BIBLE STUDY  by Judy Yates Siker 
Halfway through the Gospel of Mark, as Jesus and his disciples are on their way to Caesarea Philippi, Jesus turns to 
his disciples and asks, “So, what’s the word on the street? Who do people say that I am?” The author's prayer is 
that, through the course of this study, you will find your own voice, your own answer. When Jesus turns and looks 
you squarely in the eyes and asks, “Who do you say that I am?” what will you say? 
 
 THE BIBLE TELLS ME SO: WHY DEFENDING SCRIPTURE HAS MADE US UNABLE TO READ IT by Peter Enns 
Trained as an evangelical Bible scholar, Peter Enns loved the Scriptures and shared his devotion, teaching at 
Westminster Theological Seminary. But the further he studied the Bible, the more he found himself confronted by 
questions that could neither be answered within the rigid framework of his religious instruction or accepted 
among the conservative evangelical community. The Bible Tells Me So chronicles Enns’s spiritual odyssey.  
 
TWO STEPS FORWARD: A STORY OF PERSEVERING IN HOPE by Sharon Garlough Brown 
The women from Sensible Shoes are taking their next steps in the spiritual formation journey. But each of them is 
finding roadblocks along the way. Sometimes life feels like two steps forward and one step back. Find your own 
spiritual journey reflected in the lives of these women and discover the way forward. 
 
TO THE TABLE: A SPIRITUALITY OF FOOD, FARMING AND COMMUNITY by Lisa Graham McMinn 
With the growing farm-to-table movement and popularity of local farmers' markets, we are becoming more 
conscious of where our food originates. This spirituality of eating and food helps us reflect on current realities and 
understand how eating forms our souls inwardly, upwardly, and outwardly. Includes gardening and food tips, 
recipes, and food preservation guides. End-of-chapter questions for individual and group use are included. 

 KEEP CLIMBING: WHY GOD DOESN'T GIVE YOU EVERYTHING YOU WANT by Todd Phillips 
Complete adult bible study kit. Includes 5 DVDs + Leader's Guide and workbook. The Keep Climbing Workbook 
contains four lessons filled with thought-provoking discussion questions from Todd Phillips' teaching and real-life 
stories, video notes, in-depth Bible study, a real-life application/challenge section, and further study section.  
 
SAYING YES; WHAT IS GOD'S WILL FOR ME by Albert Haase 
Saying Yes is a timeless, practical handbook for knowing God’s will. It’s filled with real life examples, reflection 
questions, and prayers for discernment from historic spiritual figures. A DVD with six 30-minute presentations 
completes the package for an excellent 6-week adult faith formation study group.  
 

SO BEAUTIFUL by Leonard Sweet 
More than 50 years ago scientists made a remarkable discovery, proclaiming, "We have found the secret of life … 
and it's so pretty!" The secret was the discovery that life is helixical, two strands wound around a single axis—what 
most of us know today as the model for DNA. Over the course of his ministry, author Leonard Sweet has 
discovered that this divine design also informs God's blueprint for the church.  
 
CALLED TO WITNESS: DOING MISSIONAL THEOLOGY by Darrell L. Guder 
Distillation of crucial issues for the church by one of the leading voices in missional theology. Darrell Guder lays out 
basic theological issues that must be addressed for the church to serve God faithfully as Christ's witnessing people. 
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What’s New at the Resource Center - continued 

 
WEIRD CHURCH: WELCOME TO THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY by Beth Ann Estock & Paul Nixon 
In the post-Christendom era, the institutional church just isn't what it used to be. But don't give up hope for the 
future of faith. Weird Church offers church leaders a clear vision of what's coming next, so long as they're willing to 
live into a few critical shifts. Utilizing Spiral Dynamics as a means of framing the current changes in North American 
culture, Nixon and Estock give a thrilling forecast of where the church is going as we race toward the mid-century. 
 
 MICROAGGRESSIONS IN MINISTRY: CONFRONTING THE HIDDEN VIOLENCE OF by C. Sanders & A. Yarber 
Microaggressions are subtle slights, insults, and indignities expressed to persons of varied minority statuses, 
usually unintentional, that occur on a regular basis in education, the workplace, and daily life. This book addresses 
the concept of microaggressions in ministry and church life.    
 
THE JUSTICE CALLING: WHERE PASSION MEETS PERSEVERANCE by Bethany Hoang & Kristen Johnson  
Justice requires perseverance--a deep perseverance we can't muster on our own. The world's needs are staggering 
and even the most passion-driven reactions, strategies, and good intentions can falter. But we serve a God who 
never falters, who sees the needs, hears the cries, and gives strength--through Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit--to 
his people. Offering a comprehensive biblical theology of justice drawn from the whole story of Scripture, this book 
invites us to know more intimately the God who loves justice and calls us to give our lives to seek the flourishing of 
others.  
 

 

What do people look for in a church? 
 

In response to an article about the predicted grim future of churches, 

Rev Dave Inglis recently shared with his congregation some 

encouraging and useful feedback he received in Henrietta UCC’s most 

recent Newcomers Class. It is always interesting to know more about 

how the church can meet the needs of those seeking spiritual 

community.  

 

When asked what they were looking for in a church, here is how they 

responded.  

 

 A multi-generational church where all ages are present and participating.  

 Uplifting worship that is spiritually nurturing and engaging.  

 A church that goes beyond its own walls to spread love, justice and peace into the wider 

community and the world.  

 A warm, friendly atmosphere that genuinely welcomes all kinds of people–including 

those not always welcome at many churches.  

 A family of faith where everyone is recognized as a child of God and can know that they 

belong.  

 A place that helps us draw closer to God and closer to each other.  

 A place that welcomes creativity, supports new ideas and ventures, values each person’s 

gifts, and invites us to be who God created us to be.  
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