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Speaking of Race: 

Dissolving the Barriers 
Would you like to do something constructive to dissolve the 

barriers that divide people from each other?   One and all–

teens, youth and adults–are invited to "Speaking of Race."  It 

will be at 7:00 PM Thursday, June 30, at Henrietta United 

Church of Christ, 1400 Lehigh Station Rd., Henrietta.   

 

The event will include small and large group guided 

conversations about our experiences of race and racism, and 

help us connect with our fellow humans behind these 

experiences.  It will also help us understand the differences 

between prejudice, bigotry, stereotyping, individual racism, 

and institutional racism.  There is no charge, but we invite 

people to bring a favorite desert to share.  The event is 

sponsored by the Interracial Clergy Council of Henrietta and 

Rush.  For more information, contact Pastor Dave Inglis at 

pastordave@henriettaucc.org or 334-0030  

 

In our divided society, we can shrug our shoulders and say 

"That's just the way things are."  Or we can "be the change we 

wish to see in the world," as Gandhi said.  We invite you to 

step up and be this change.  Doing this together is how we 

create true community out of our diversity.  

 

 

Help Register Voters in 2016 

The Rochester Voter Alliance needs and welcomes you to help 

conduct voter registration during the months of June through 

September. You may choose one or more two-hour shifts and 

locations at your convenience. Sign-ups for shifts, and sites 

can be done at the required training session with our county 

Election Commissioners on Tuesday, MAY 17, 7 pm, at the 

Center for Disability Rights, 497 State St., Rochester (corner 

of Jay St.). To become a volunteer, please contact Judy 

Schwartz: 442-5111 or schwartz179@earthlink.net 
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Vacation Bible School News! 
Several of our UCC churches have exciting 

plans for children this summer. An 

interesting discussion came about among 

some of those planning VBS.  

 

Should you charge for VBS? 

 

Arguments for: it costs money to provide, 

people don’t value what is free, and parents 

might just drop their kids off because they 

need child care. Arguments against: it 

should be accessible to all children, 

especially if it is outreach to bring more 

children into the church, and the church 

should provide financial support for VBS.  

What do you think? Send your thoughts to 

gvaucc@gmail.com.  

 

Henrietta UCC will offer Shake It Up Café, 

where kids carry out God’s recipe. In this 

kid-friendly café full of chef’s hats and 

aprons, pots and pans, chalkboard menus 

and checkered tablecloths, kids explore the 

Bible as a cookbook filled with recipes for 

living out God’s word.  

 

Through interactive lessons, kids will 

celebrate biblical festivals that reveal 

ingredients for being a follower of God. 

Shake It Up Café will take place July 11-15, 

9 a.m. to noon each day. Friends are 

welcome! Sign-up is required, so that we 

can have enough supplies on hand. More 

info at http://www.henriettaucc.org/. 

 

 

 

 

Union Congregational UCC in Churchville 

will be offering a community Vacation Bible 

School the week of July 25-29 from 9 a.m. 

to noon for students who have completed 

grades K-5. The theme will be Joseph and 

the Many Colored Coat and include some 

bible study and some performing arts. The 

program will end with a presentation on 

Friday evening, July 29, for families and the 

community. More info at 

http://churchvilleucc.com/. 

 

Castile UCC will focus on the Lord’s Prayer 

in a one-day Vacation Bible School from 9 

a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, July 30. Children 

will explore the meaning and importance of 

this powerful prayer given to us by Jesus 

through: Biblical Tales, Marketplace Crafts, 

Musical Praise, Renewing Recreation (A 

Jerusalem Scavenger Hunt) and end with 

“The Shepherd’s Feast” (A Biblical Picnic) 

from 1:15-2:00 p.m. Parents are invited to 

participate as well. More info at 

http://www.castileucc.com/. 

 

Peacemakers Pre-K Summer Day Camp at 

Mt. Rise UCC will offer a two-week multi-

cultural program to help children learn about 

themselves, their feelings and families, their 

abilities, and their connection to the world. 

With music, stories, creative activities, 

games, active and quiet play (inside and 

out), they will learn to accept others for their 

uniqueness and individuality. There will be 

two sessions: Session 1: July 11-22 from 9 

to 11:30 a.m. and Session 2: August 1-12 

during the same time period. More info at 

http://www.mtriseucc.org. 

 

 

Save the date for Fall 

Assembly: 1:30 to 4 p.m. 

Sunday, October 16. 

Location to be determined 
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Spotlight on a Program and 

Mission Support (PAMS)  

Grant Recipient 
Twelve agencies are being supported in 

2016 by grants from the Genesee Valley 

Association of UCC, with funds that come 

from GVA member churches.  

 

One of them is Friendship House (FH), 

which has provided food and clothing to 

area residents for 45 years. FH does 

whatever it takes to keep food out of the 

landfills and on the table. The organization 

often gleens farmers’ fields, distributing to 

those in need.  

 

FH provides education classes, recipes and 

support services as well. The GVA grant 

helped Friendship House to provide better 

food choices for families including fresh 

fruits and vegetables. They also provide 

Thanksgiving and Christmas food boxes to 

anyone in need during the holidays. For 

more information, email 

friendshiphouse@frontier.com.  

 

UCC Plans for 2016 Pride Parade 
This year's parade theme is "magic" and 

Community Christian Church (CCC) will 

once again host other UCC churches as we 

plan and put together a "walking float" this 

year.  

UCC Pride Parade Entry 2015 

 

We will gather Friday, July 15 at 6 p.m. in 

the Fellowship Hall at 2647 Chili 

Avenue to pull everything together in one 

evening!  Bring a dish to share since we'll 

be working through the dinner hour. 

 

CCC will register the UCC as a walking 

unit so individual churches do not need to 

register if we walk together. The parade is 

on Saturday, July 16 with step off time and 

gathering locations to be determined. The 

parade ends at Cobbs Hill Park this year. If 

you have ideas for the UCC representation 

in the parade, email Steven at 

revstevenccc@aol.com.  

 

One idea is to play off the bathroom bill 

and create a “Magic Toilet” that is open 

and welcoming to all! “We stand in line 

with our transgender brothers and sisters!”  

 

The Technology Committee at Henrietta 

UCC is looking at the possibility of live-

streaming the worship service. This would 

allow shut-ins, vacationers, late risers, snow 

birds, and anyone who’d like to enjoy 

worship without being physically present to 

experience the service in the privacy of their 

own home. Henrietta is also making 

progress in reducing its carbon footprint on 

the planet Earth. Everyone is invited to 

come to a meeting of the Going Green Task 

Force on June 29 at 7 pm to learn about how 

Henrietta UCC can become certified as a 

Creation Justice Church in the United 

Church of Christ 

 

Castile UCC is hosting a new Community 

Adult Coloring & Coffee Bar Night 

beginning Wednesday, June 22, and 

continuing on the fourth Wednesday of each 

month.  June’s featured coffees are French 

Vanilla and Dark Roast. Adult coloring 

pages & markers, pens, and colored 

pencils will be provided at this free event, or 

participants can bring their own to use or 

share. 

-3- 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCIWZ35vxocgCFcZaPgodmzIAdQ&url=http://www.summerfieldumc.com/news/&psig=AFQjCNHMY-kuMo4OJzSYWPtJxljH3TTJrQ&ust=1443809904693035
mailto:friendshiphouse@frontier.com
mailto:revstevenccc@aol.com


Christianity in Action 

UCC clergy were among 16 clergy in an 

interfaith clergy group in Massachusetts 

Conference who were arrested on May 26 

after entering the construction site of a 

natural gas pipeline in West Roxbury, 

halting the work there.  

 

Local media documented the protest as the 

clergy marched to the site, accompanied by 

over 100 supporters, and then sat down with 

their legs danging into the 12-foot deep 

trench in which the high pressure Spectra 

pipe is being laid.  

 

They sang and then some of them offered 

short sermons about the environmental 

issues raised by the installation of the 

pipeline. For info at: 

http://www.ucc.org/news_ucc_conference_

minister_arrested_at_pipeline_protest_0526

2016?utm_source=feedburner&utm_mediu

m=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+United

ChurchOfChrist+%28United+Church+of+C

hrist+News%29. 

 

People News 
 

Rev. David Potts has been called as the first 

settled pastor for the newly-joined 

Wellsville congregations now called 

Christian Temple-First Congregational 

Church. He is ordained in the Evangelical 

Covenant Church and is in the process of 

receiving standing in the UCC.  

 

He received his M.Div. at North Park 

Theological Seminary in Chicago and has 

more than 30 years experience in ministry. 

His call comes after a search process of 

almost two years. He led worship at the 

church for the first time May 15. Welcome 

to GVA Rev. Potts! 

 

Diane Ellis, interim minister at Union 

Congregational UCC in Churchville, will 

take step two of the Fundamentals of 

Transitional Ministry Training provided by 

the Interim Ministry Network this July. She 

took the first step, the Work of the Leader, 

last November and will take the second step, 

the Work of the Congregation, this July in 

Chicago. 

 

Come and Try a New Thing! 

A Plant-Based Meal! 
 

On Tuesday, June14 at 6 pm in the Henrietta 

UCC Fellowship Hall, the interfaith Living 

in Harmony group will join with other 

interested members of HUCC and the 

Rochester community and share a potluck 

supper. Inspired by viewing the 

documentary PlantPure Nation, our dinner 

will be all plant-based (vegan). You are 

invited to prepare a plant-based dish 

(appetizer, entrée or dessert) and come to 

meet new friends.  

 

An RSVP is 

helpful for 

planning, but 

not required. 

We would love 

everyone to 

bring their 

recipes to 

share in an 

exchange, so 

we can pass 

our favorites along.  

 

Living in Harmony is an interfaith 

environmental group that meets at Henrietta 

UCC. All interested persons are welcome. 

RSVP or if you questions, please contact 

Elizabeth Pixley, convener at 334-0977 or 

eypixley@gmail.com. 
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Calendar of Events 
Please be sure to send information on your church’s events to gvaucc@gmail.com 

 

June 7 

The Faith in Action Celebration Dinner will begin at 5:30 p.m. at the Burgundy Basin Inn, 1361 

Marsh Road in Pittsford.  NY.  Reserve your table now to help us honor faith leaders in our 

community. Contact GRCC-FIAN at grcc1@frontienet.net or call 585.2542570 to make 

reservations. 

 

June 10 

The Fifty-third Annual Meeting of the New York Conference of the United Church of Christ will 

convene at the Hyatt-Regency in Rochester at 6:30 p.m. Opening worship will begin at 8:15 p.m. 

with Rev. Donna Schaper preaching. At 9:45 there will be a New Church Start Reception in the 

Main Street Gallery.  

 

June 11 

 UCC New York Conference Annual Meeting Saturday program will feature Speaker Rev. 

William Barber II, a variety of workshops, and a banquet at 6:30 p.m. UCC Boundary 

Awareness Training will be at the hotel from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 

 Tea Party at Immanuel UCC of Ontario at 2 p.m. Tea, cakes, entertainment. 

 

June 12 

Closing worship at 10:30 a.m. at the Hyatt for the UCC New York Conference Annual Meeting. 

Worship is open to all; no registration needed. 

 

June 14 

The interfaith Living in Harmony group will host a plant-based potluck supper on Tuesday, 

June14 at 6 pm in the Henrietta UCC Fellowship Hall. 

 

June 18 

Irondequoit UCC will host its Strawberry Festival from 5 to 7:30 p.m. with hots, hamburgers, 

chicken and Italian sausage, side dishes, and homemade strawberry shortcake with real whipped 

cream and local strawberries. Meals are $8-$10 or items can be purchased a la carte. Music 

begins at 6:45.   

 

June 22 

The Youth Group of First Congregational Church, Spencerport, is hosting a dine-out Fundraiser 

at Uno's Pizzaria & Grill (Hylan Drive) on Wednesday June 22nd (all day, dine in or carry out). 

If you'd like to take part in this event, please contact Kamille Dibelka at 

christianeducation@spencerportucc.org for a voucher to present to your server. A portion of 

your bill will be donated to the church youth group.  

 

June 30 

"Speaking of Race" at 7:00 PM Thursday, June 30, at Henrietta United Church of Christ, 1400 

Lehigh Station Rd., Henrietta. 
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Corrections to GVA directory 

 Page 5 – Perry Center First Congregational address is changed to P.O. Box 156, Perry, NY  

14530. 

 Page 6 – Wellsville Christian Temple-First Congregational has a new pastor: Rev. David 

Potts.  

 

Please be sure to send any changes in addresses or phone numbers to Carole Kohler at 

gvaregistrar2011@gmail.com. If you would like an updated electronic copy of the directory, 

email gvaucc@gmail.com.                  

 

                         

What’s New at the Resource Center   
These are some of the newest additions to the Resource 

Center. Visit the online catalog at 

http://pbygenval.org/about-us/missions-

ministries/resource-center/line-catalog/. For more 

information on the Resource Center visit 

http://pbygenval.org/about-us/missions-

ministries/resource-center/. The monthly listing is now 

available on the GVA website at 

http://gvaucc.weebly.com. 
 
THE BEATITUDES by George Hunsinger 
In this book the Beatitudes, as found in the Gospel of Matthew, are presented as the self-interpretation of Jesus. 
Each Beatitude finds its primary definition in Jesus himself. For example, he himself defines what it means to be 
"poor in spirit." Jesus is also presented as the promise and the blessing to those whom he addresses in each case. 
The Beatitudes are divided into two sets of four, with the ninth serving as the overall conclusion.  
 
CLAIMING RESURRECTION IN THE DYING CHURCH by Anna B. Olson 
How do you minister faithfully to a congregation that is in decline? While many congregations struggle with trying 
to find the key to regrowth, Pastor Anna Olson suggests that the answer may actually be to accept and embrace 
this moment for what it is. This hopeful book about letting go of false hope gives pastors the guidance they need 
for ministering effectively during the final stages of a church’s life. 
 
BEARING THE UNBEARABLE by Deborah van Hunsinger 
In this book Deborah van Deusen Hunsinger weaves together threads from the fields of psychology and pastoral 
theology as she explores the impact of trauma on people’s lives and offers practical strategies and restorative 
practices for dealing with it. 
 
LAST CALL:  FROM SERVING DRINKS TO SERVING JESUS by Jerry Herships  
Jerry Herships, former altar boy who had dreamed of making it big in show biz, tended bar to make ends meet as 
he worked gigs in comedy and game shows, looking for his big break. After giving up the dream and leaving Los 
Angeles, he found his way back to the church and discovered God calling him to ministry―but not just any 
ministry. Now he leads AfterHours Denver, a bar church where people worship with a whiskey in their hand and 
make peanut butter and jelly sandwiches to serve Denver’s homeless.  
 
SAYING YES; WHAT IS GOD'S WILL FOR ME by Albert  Haase 
Saying Yes is a timeless, practical handbook for knowing God’s will. It’s filled with real life examples, reflection 
questions, and prayers for discernment from historic spiritual figures. A DVD with six 30-minute presentations 
completes the package for an excellent 6-week adult faith formation study group.   
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Resource Center continued 
 
WHOLEHEARTEDNESS by Chuck DeGroat 
I’m being pulled in a thousand different directions.  As a therapist, Chuck DeGroat hears that line all the time. We 
all feel that nasty pull to and fro, the frantic busyness that exhausts us and threatens to undo us. And we all think 
we know the solution — more downtime, more relaxation, more rest. And we’re all wrong. As DeGroat himself has 
discovered, the real solution to what pulls us apart is wholeheartedness, a way of living and being that can 
transform us from the inside out. And that’s what readers of this book will discover too. 
 
THE PROMISE OF NARRATIVE CHANGE: LIVING THE WHY TO THRIVE by Carson Mouser 
The result of the author’s personal experience of grief, coupled with his work of serving congregations 
experiencing the paralysis of disorientation, is the awareness that congregations caught up in this disorientation 
need a path guiding them through their grief. A path guiding congregations to answer the “why do we exist as a 
community of faith and who are we” identity questions while at the same time guiding them to discover the 
meaning or purpose for their communal lives, a purpose which congregations can intentionally live.   
 
PRAYERS FOR ALL SEASONS: BASED ON THE REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY by Michael Schwartzentruber 
Selected prayers from the Seasons of the Spirit curriculum have been gathered together in this book featuring 
Lectionary Year C. Each week features a variety of prayers that are tied to the specific lectionary readings for that 
week and are suitable for congregational use. 
 
 

The Partners’ Project 

A Unique Opportunity to Enliven and Strengthen Your Primary Partnership 

Fell Cadwallader and Blair Jennings are a dynamic married couple and founders of Meaningful 

Trainings, which is dedicated to helping people, couples and organizations learn, grow, deepen, 

and function at their highest level.  They are offering a new workshop for couples and any two-

person personal or business partnerships without charge as a pilot project.  It will be held 9:00 

AM-12:00 noon Saturday, July 9, at Henrietta UCC, 1400 Lehigh Station Rd.   

 

The workshop will help couples and partners creatively manage the stresses, challenges and 

obstacles of being in relationship in our demanding world.  Through guided interactions, 

imagination, playfulness, and giving and receiving, partners will be helped to develop their own 

shared tools for dealing with the challenges they face--birth, death, parenting, work, and dealing 

with the wider world.  They will leave the workshop with a renewed sense of trust, 

connectedness, purpose, and joy as they face life together.  

 

To reserve a spot, call or e-mail the Henrietta UCC office at 334-0030 or 

adminassistant@henriettaucc.org. The workshop will be limited to twelve couples, so if this 

interests you, don’t delay.  Contact Pastor Dave Inglis at pastordave@henriettaucc.org 

or 334-0030 if you have any questions. 

 

 

 

Requests for 2017 funding through GVA's Program and Mission 

Support will be received over the summer.  Guidelines and 

application materials will be available from gvaucc@gmail.com 

after July 1 and will be due back at GVA by September 1. 
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