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Those Whom We Hold in Prayer 

Mary & Jim, Karen, Margaret, Wendy, Erin, Bob & 

Ginny, Uncle Mike, Michele, Emily & Brad, Meredith, 

Olga, Aleesha, Joan & Julie and the entire family, Cc 

and the friends & family of Sandy, and all the 

caregivers.  Prayers for Stephen, and for all those 

serving in the military.  Prayers for all those who are 

traveling in the coming weeks.  Prayers of thanksgiving 

for Art & Priscilla’s ongoing recovery, and for Wendy’s 

continued improvement.  Prayers of joy for the 

newborns.  Prayers of compassion for all the victims of 

shootings and other violence across our country and 

around the world.  Deepest prayers for a unified climate 

of love, hope, and compassion for all of humanity. 
 
 

Altar Flower Committee Report 

Summer Report and yes, we are having a summer!!  

Gardeners would love more rain and/or good wells here 

in the country!!  The following is the schedule for Altar 

flower coordinators for the months of: 

August—Fran Staub  229-7306 

September—Gloria Miles 229-2322 

October—Diane Bassage 657-6609 

Please contact the appropriate person if you wish to 

place memorial flowers on the Altar on a specific 

Sunday. 

Anyone is more than welcome to bring a bouquet for the 

Narthex when your gardens are blooming!! 

Special thanks again to Art Cratsley for building and 

maintaining the new planter boxes and to Gloria for 

seasonal wreaths on the Fellowship doors!! 

Because this is a learning year in our gardens, I will be 

having a perennial plant give away later in September 

some Sunday after church - species available are 

Spiderwort; wild Lily of the Valley, Queen of the 

Prairie, Fall Anemone as well as a couple I do not 

know!!  Stay tuned @ church announcement times!! 

We hope you are having a wonderful summer. 

Blessings to you and yours, Diane 
 
 

Christian Education 

The 2016-2017 Sunday School kick off will be on 

Sunday, September 18
th

.  Plans are in the works for a 

carnival.  Stay tuned for additional details  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Thursdays Prayer for Peace 

Cobblestone Springs invites you to join with us in prayer 

for peace in our communities, our nation, and our world.  

This is a very frustrating time for many of us. We are 

frustrated in part because we feel helpless to do anything 

significant to help.  Joining with others strengthens our 

commitment to pray and encourages others as well 

whether we are actually with them or not. 

Thursday evenings from 7 to 8 pm, a group meets at 

Cobblestone Springs to sit together and pray for peace 

quietly in our hearts.  You would be very welcome to 

join us whenever you can. You will also be very 

welcome, indeed important, if you can join us from 

wherever you are for all or a part of the hour.  

There are no requirements except to be “with” us in 

prayer: your words or silence are beautifully fine.  

More information will be available at the church, or call 

Cc Bodnar at 585-396-0344. 

May we all know peace. 

Email: cobspr@frontier.com 

Website: cobblestone-springs.org 
 
 

Deacons Report 

The Deacon's hope everyone is having a wonderful 

summer and is keeping cool.  We've received the new 

sign for the corner and have enjoyed putting messages 

on it.  Guidelines for use will be available later this 

summer and we'll discuss the possibility of getting a 

concrete anchor for it at our next meeting.  We also will 

be working on an idea for a carnival type game for the 

start up Sunday for our Sunday school kids.  We 

continue our birthday visits, and welcome any 

information for any new over 80 members for next year.  

Pray for rain, and enjoy the rest of your summer. 

Deacons: Diane Bassage, Deb Footer, Bob Marcellus, 

Faye Brocklebank, Fran Staub, and Jim Burgess 
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Pastor’s Letter 

 
I’m fascinated by anniversaries.  I don’t know exactly 

why.  Maybe it’s the prospect that something good can 

keep spilling forth blessings year after year, if it’s 

remembered… 
As I write this, I’m aware that this is a double 

anniversary:  July 20, 1969 was the day that Neil 

Armstrong touched his ever-so-well-insulated boot to the 

surface of the moon.  Seven years later, also on July 20, 

the Viking unmanned spaceship landed on Mars.  July 

20
th
 seems to be a day when humanity goes visiting – 

visiting neighbors some distance away.  Really making 

the effort, you might say, to go clear around the block to 

check in with friends way down the road. 

To my knowledge, neither mission actually resulted in 

encounters with new friends, though I’m sure there are 

tabloids that would argue otherwise!  “Martians attack 

Viking spacecraft!” or “Who Helped Armstrong Put up 

the Flag?!”  But, for most sensible folk, these seem to 

have been cold, quiet visits to reasonably deserted 

places.   

But you know what?  I think we should still get credit 

for making the effort!  Maybe MORE credit for 

traveling to somewhere distant and desolate with little 

hope of receiving so much as a hot cup of TEA when we 

got there!  

It took a lot of guts and drive (and cash) to get ourselves 

to the moon and Mars.  Is humanity better off for having 

done it?  That’s an interesting question to ponder.  

Supposedly much technology and a great deal of 

knowledge have evolved from our space programs.  For 

example, thanks to the Apollo 13 near-disaster we now 

know the vast benefits of lowly duct tape!  It has 

probably become standard equipment for every 

subsequent mission into space – though I’m not quite 

sure what an unmanned spaceship would do with duct 

tape. 

Another benefit of “going where no one has gone 

before” is the gift of a wider perspective on ourselves.  I 

remember when my image of a “mountain” was Bristol 

Mountain.  The sign on the chairlift reads “1200 foot 

vertical drop, the highest between here and the Rockies”.  

Seemed pretty high to ME…especially when I was 

standing on the TOP of it – that is, until I WENT to the 

Rockies.  Bristol Mountain rapidly shrank to a Bristol 

hill.  Still very lovely, but against this new scale, it was a 

hill…and perhaps less intimidating. 

Perhaps you’ve had the experience of learning that the 

“mountain” you made out of a “molehill” really WAS a 

molehill, compared to someone else’s actual mountain – 

sort of a variation on “just when I thought I had it 

tough”.  And all of a sudden, our struggle doesn’t seem 

so bad.  And we find ourselves grateful to have heard the 

story of someone else.  And that’s a blessing. 

 

 

 

 

Then again, sometimes we DO have it tough, and WE 

are the ones sharing the story of a REAL mountain.  

And maybe we make someone else feel a bit less 

overwhelmed for having heard OUR story.  And that’s 

another blessing. 

Of course, we don’t enjoy either blessing until we risk 

traveling into that vast, uncharted territory known as the 

“other.”  Could be the “other” sitting across the breakfast 

table from us.  Could be the “other” perched on the other 

side of an issue from us.  Could be the “other” inhabiting 

a different culture, skin color or religion.  It can seem 

like an awful long journey to encounter someone we 

don’t know and understand.  When I arrive, will I get 

what I need?  OR…having traveled all the way across 

the trackless wastes between me and the person across 

the table…will I be stranded there without life-giving 

warmth? 

It has become thread-bare to say that we are “polarized” 

these days.  But maybe we need to go far beyond the 

“poles”.  The Apollo and Viking missions did.  They left 

the poles far behind in their wake as they rocketed to 

places as yet unexplored.  Earth looks pretty small from 

the moon.  It looks very small from Mars.  If Juno can 

send some photos back from Jupiter, we’ll look 

positively miniscule.   

There is a big world out there.  Several, in fact.   Worlds 

that encompass so much more than our polarities – 

places to which I believe Jesus calls us…“o’er the 

tumult.”  Isn’t it interesting that one of the first “thaws” 

in the Cold War was the joint space venture of the U.S. 

and the Soviet Union?  Long before cosmonauts and 

astronauts played zero gravity gin rummy in the space 

station, some brave soul must have proposed such 

political sacrilege – the notion of actually working 

together with…“them”.  And lo and behold, it came to 

pass! 

If it can happen once…it can happen again.   

I’m glad that, as a people, we refused to accept the 

“gravity” of the situation and ventured forth to the moon, 

to Mars, and “to infinity and beyond!”  I hope we can 

capitalize on that courage and put it to work back here 

on Earth! 

 

With you in Christ… 

Tim 



   

Church of Bristol Calendar 

(for June and July, 2016) 
 

 

July 31  Quarterly Meeting after service 

 

August 7 Communion 

 

August 14 Deacon’s Meeting 9 – 9:30am 

  Cabinet Meeting after service 

 

August 21 Birthday Cake Sunday 

 

August 28 Communion 

 

Sept. 4  Rev. Brian Krause officiating 

 

Sept. 11 Rev. John Cedarleaf officiating 

  Deacon’s Meeting 9 – 9:30am 

  Cabinet Meeting after service 

 

Sept.18  Carnival for Sunday School kick-off 

   Birthday Cake Sunday 

 

NOTE: Pastor Tim will be on vacation August 29 – 

September 12. 

 

 

  

 

Happy Birthday in August to: 
 

Jon Joseph  8/5 

Ellie Babcock  8/7 

William Strasser 8/7 

Faye Brocklebank 8/10 

Temperance Bassett 8/13 

Ellie Fletcher  8/17 

Lance Bassage  8/23 

Tom Forsyth  8/25 

Linda Allen  8/27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday in September to: 
 

Elaine Burd  9/4 

Mackenzie Smith 9/4 

Sue Forsyth  9/7 

Greg Case  9/7 

William Bassett 9/9 

Christopher Kunes 9/10 

Jenna Rath  9/10 

Betty Green  9/10 

Linda Stanley  9/14 

Effie Rogers  9/14 

Art Cratsley  9/14 

Deb Footer  9/15 

Ed Perrin  9/17 

Pat Pestle  9/21 

Richard Gilbert 9/21 

Annette Fagan  9/24 

Bill Wheeler  9/24 

Neil Bassett  9/27 

Mary Lynne Casey 9/29  


