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Those Whom We Hold in Prayer 

Mary & Jim, Wendy, Erin, Bob, Bob & Ginny, John, Sandy, Laura, Julie, Steve, Marian, Colleen, Barry, 

Francis, Chris, Lisa, Mark, and all the caregivers.  Prayers for the family of Sharon Pepper, and for the 

Davenport family upon the passing of David.  Prayers for all those who are traveling in the coming 

weeks. Prayers of compassion for the many who are undergoing medical procedures, in rehabilitation, 

dealing with heart issues, and for all those who are discouraged, depressed or dispirited, and for every 

soul who works to build peace and compassion in their corner of the world.  Prayers for rain for all of 

those suffering from the drought in South Africa, prayers for food and water for all, and for the children 

of Lesotho.  Prayers of thanksgiving for the gift of Spring-like weather, precious time spent with family 

and friends, new challenges and fresh starts, and the resilience of life and love. 
 

Deacons Report 

As we continue our journey through Lent we look forward to Spring and Easter. We've all enjoyed the 

milder winter but bulbs are coming up and soon everything will be green and colorful. The Deacons have 

been busy visiting our members with health issues and for the 80 + birthdays. We are helping to prepare 

for Palm and Easter Sunday services and continue to serve Communion each month. With the help of 

Diane Bassage we have acolytes lighting our altar candles before service. We are researching sidewalk 

signs as a way to get a less expensive method of advertising our events on our four corners. As April 

arrives we look to set goals for the remainder of the year. We welcome input from our members and ask 

that we be contacted if there is anything we can do for you. 

Happy Spring! 

Deacons 
 

Christian Education 

A very successful Easter egg hunt occurred on Palm Sunday and the best Easter Bunny ever made a 

surprise visit!  Resurrection rolls were made and enjoyed by the children.  These symbolize the 

resurrection of Christ - a crescent roll is the tomb, and a marshmallow is the body of Jesus dipped in 

melted butter [anointing oils] and cinnamon sugar [spices].  When the roll is baked the marshmallow 

melts and Jesus has risen. 
 

 

 

Altar Flower Committee Report 

Many thanks to all for ordering flowers for Easter Sunday; always a joy to see!!  If you wish to place 

flowers on the altar; as a memorial on any particular Sunday please notify the contact person for each 

month and Pastor Tim with the name/names for the bulletin. 

April - Fran Staub 229-7306 

May - Diane Bassage 657-6609 

June - Gloria Miles 229-2322 

Flower arrangements are always welcome as a greeting when people arrive for church.  When your 

gardens are plentiful, please, share a bouquet in the Narthex. 

We wish you a beautiful Spring and happy gardening!! 

Diane Bassage; altar flowers coordinator 
 

Antoinette Brown Blackwell Day, April 12
th 

As part of Henrietta United Church of Christ’s bicentennial celebration, the church is inviting the public 

to learn about its most famous member and one of this area’s most influential citizens, Rev. Dr. 

Antoinette Brown Blackwell.  She was born as Antoinette Brown in Henrietta in 1825, just seven years 

after Henrietta became a town.  In 1853, she became the first woman in North America to be ordained as 

a minister in a major denomination.  She also became a nationally-known speaker on behalf of woman’s 

suffrage and the abolition of slavery.  Though a mother of five children, she authored eight books, from 

scholarly to prophetic to poetic.   

All are invited to come to Henrietta UCC, 1400 Lehigh Station Rd., at 10:00 AM on April 12, to hear 

Betty Miller do a dramatic presentation of Antoinette as she talks about the challenges and triumphs of 

her inspiring life.  A time for questions and answers will follow.  The program is free and open to the 

public.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor’s Letter 
We enjoyed 3 marvelous presentations during our Lenten speaker series this year, first with Sue Forsyth 

as she shared nuggets from her 3 journeys to Israel, then skipping back home to hear Ray Henry unpack 

the mystery of the origins of the Seneca’s, almost literally in our back yard, and then jetting back across 

the sea with Pic Schade to Lesotho to check in with our friends in Africa.  Thousands of miles, many 

stories, and no discernable jet lag.  We didn’t even have to return our seats to an upright position. 

I enjoyed these presentations front to back.  However, it was one tiny reference during the Lesotho talk 

that has lingered with me.  In an African culture largely devoid of shopping malls, I-pads or even 

consistent electric power, fun is where you find it…and where you make it.  I thought it fascinating that 

one of the popular past-times among the Lesotho youth is…debating…in English!  Leaving aside the 

towering obstacle of conversing in a foreign language, I was intrigued by the attraction of debate. 

In all honesty, I didn’t hear the actual debates.  The brief video segment of the debate was short and the 

sound was a bit garbled.  However, what was obvious to me even in the short “bite” was the enthusiasm 

of these well-dressed, well-mannered debaters as they eagerly took the podium to present their views.  I 

had to wonder if they might be able to teach us a thing or two about the art of civil discourse, an art that 

many in America have deemed essentially dead and buried. 

In a season when people of faith celebrate new life returning to things that were previously dead and 

buried, I wonder how we might reinvigorate this vanishing art.  Here’s one hint I’ve found helpful:  When 

I want to share a point of view…I need to be clear that what I’m sharing is mine…not some divinely 

sanctioned “11
th
 commandment” presented as though I’d just found it etched upon a gold tablet 

somewhere.   In other words, “an ounce of humility is worth a pound of contention.”   

I haven’t a clue what issues the kids in Lesotho were debating.  Maybe it was the relative merits of soccer 

versus polo.   Maybe it was how best to smear their dirt dwellings.  But it occurs to me that debate may be 

like weight-lifting:   start out light…and work your way up. 

Perhaps our presidential candidates would have done well to begin by debating how best to make a 

peanut-butter and jelly sandwich and, in time, with demonstrated good behavior, they could address the 

preferred method of folding dish towels.  In time, with proven civility, they might then broach questions 

of policy.  But not before. 

A good chunk of the New Testament is directed toward people who couldn’t get along.  The apostle Paul 

manned the original crisis hot-line, with the distinct disadvantage of having to address his conflicts by 

mail…very slow mail.  The response time was very different…but the issues were not:  people with 

widely differing opinions trying to live and work and survive together. 

Time and again, Paul kept returning to the underpinnings of effective human engagement:  respect, 

patience, humility, forgiveness, and – if it’s not too much to ask – love.  The youth in Lesotho are 

learning to debate…and my guess is that, as they do so, they are carefully monitored and guided by adult 



mentors.  They have a good excuse:  they’re young and inexperienced.  But what of the “old and 

experienced”?  Apparently, we need guidance, too. 

In this Easter season of new life, perhaps we can invite ourselves to go “back to the basics” – revisiting 

those essential, precious qualities of human dialogue…qualities that make discourse civil.  Perhaps as we 

do, our ideas and even our opinions can be restored to the status of “gifts” rather than “missiles” – to the 

benefit of all.  I figure it this way:   if a dead guy can be brought back to life, then there just might be hope 

for politics, too!  At least that’s my Easter prayer!  Blessings to you all!                   Tim 

 



United Church of Bristol Calendar for April and May 2015 

 

April 3 Holy Communion 
  

April 10 Deacons Meeting at 9am 

  Cabinet Meeting at 11:30am 
  

April 16 GVA Assembly 

 

April 17 Outreach Committee Meeting at 9am 

  Birthday Cake Sunday 

 

April 24 Quarterly Meeting following worship 

  

May 8  Mother’s Day! 
  

May 14 Pulled Pork Dinner 

 

May 29 Memorial Day Service 
 

NOTE: May Cabinet Meeting TBD 
 

 
 

Happy Birthday in April to: 

Kim Chappell – 4/1 

Jonathan Angell – 4/2 

Sally Ess – 4/3 

Mary Ann Strasser – 4/5 

Stephanie Drayn – 4/7 

Jan Schrader – 4/9  

Devin Schoenwetten – 4/13 

Sheila Hudson – 4/14 

Logan Sylvia – 4/16 

Brandi Mastin– 4/19 

Jack Wallace – 4/19 

Lauren Schrader – 4/23 

Al Miles – 4/25 

Laura Damaske – 4/25 

Doris Lochte – 4/25 

Lynn Damaske – 4/27 

Jane Strickland – 4/27 

Margaret Hayward – 4/28 

Mary Dunne – 4/28 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday in May to: 

Mark Stanley – 5/1 

Ava Schrader – 5/2 

John Babcock – 5/3 

Moriah Kunes – 5/6 

Kailee Faulkner – 5/8 

Tim Hamlin – 5/8 

Therese Van Stralen – 5/12 

Matt Schrader – 5/13 

Zachary Schrader – 5/15 

Jenny Babcock – 5/15 

Steve Schrader – 5/16 

Sandra White – 5/21 

Frederick Odell – 5/22 

Neale Van Stralen – 5/30 

 

 

 

 



Liturgist, Greeters, & Fellowship Hour – April & May 2016 

DATE LITURGIST GREET & 
FAREWELL 

FELLOWSHIP 
HOUR 

Apr. 3 Jan Schrader Linda Ensman & 
Gloria Miles  

>>Faye Brocklebank 
& MaryLynne 
Parmelee<< 

Apr. 10 Sally Ess Sheila Hudson & Ann 
Ward 

Bob & Stephanie 
Drayn 

Apr. 17 Cathy Joseph VanStralen Family **Don & Pat 
Sanford** ** 

Apr. 24 LaRue Fletcher Priscilla Cratsley & 
Deb Footer 

Lance & Diane 
Bassage 

May 1 Rena Faulkner Cc Bodnar & Cathy 
Joseph 

>> Sally Ess & Pat 
Pestle << 

May 8 Art Babcock Bob & Stephanie 
Drayn 

Joan Hall & Edie 
Thomas 

May 15 Bob Marcellus LaRue Fletcher & Jan 
Schrader 

**Bob & Diane 
Marcellus** 

May 22 Paula Dorn Sally Ess & Pat Pestle Babcock Family 

May 29 Bob Drayn Richard & Norma 
Lyons 

Priscilla Cratsley & 
Deb Footer 

June 5 Ellie Babcock Don & Pat Sanford Jim & MaryLou 
Burgess 

 

- “Greeters”: Please try to remember to have one or both of you be a “fareweller” at the end of the 
service by the front door to wish those people well who may not be staying with us for fellowship hour.  
Thank you for adding this task and making everyone feel welcome all the time at UCB!  Your other 
duties are to be at the door by 9:20, remember to wear your name tag, ask guests to sign our 
guestbook, hand out the Sunday bulletins and any other hand-outs, count all the attendees and enter 
the total in the book, take up the collection when called by the Pastor.  Headsets are now kept in 
Pastor’s office and should be returned there after the service.  
 

-“Fellowship Hour”: You will need to provide juice for children and non-coffee drinkers.  Pick up the 
cake if it is **Cake Sunday**, Pat and Sally order it.  The cake is picked up at Wegman’s catering 
desk.  Check with Pat or Sally about payment for the cake. 
** These represent “Birthday Cake Sundays”.  If you are new to this, please see Pat or Sally. 
>> These are “Pot-luck Sundays”.  A light snack for fellowship hour is all that is needed on  
these Sundays.  Please, all are welcome to join in for a pot-luck luncheon after our light  
refreshment during fellowship. The last potluck for the season will be Sunday, May 1st. 
 

+Please find your own substitute if you are unable to fulfill your appointed task.  THANKS! 
+If you would like to be added to this list, please let Pat or Sally know.  
 

 


